
 

 

 

Interdisciplinary University Certificate Dual Eligibility and Professional Pathways 
 

EKU Interdisciplinary University Certificates (IUC) provide a low-cost, alternative pathway for an academic 

credential that conveys expertise in a shared area of concern. Students gain unparalleled access to specialized 

courses that have been carefully selected for this curriculum. Each program enables students to draw from different 

perspectives and opportunities to build interdisciplinary partnerships around a shared area of concern. IUC courses 

vary in timing of being offered, but students have a number of course options. Students can also submit a petition 

to the IUC Advisory Board requesting a course to be counted toward an IUC.  
 

IUCs support student professional growth as well as eligibility for state and national credentials. For example, 

MSW graduates can go through their state board (see Association of Social Work Boards) to take an exam to 

become a certified social worker or licensed master social worker depending on the state. In Kentucky, MSW 

students may become a licensed social worker and later apply to be a certified social worker. MSW graduates can 

go through the National Association of Social Workers for an advanced practice specialty credential with related 

experience and state license. The Academy of Certified Social Workers credential does not require a state license.  
 

Addictions Intervention 
MSW and IUC students can go through the KY Board of Alcohol & Drug Counselors to apply for Temporary 

Certification as an Alcohol and Drug Counselor and/or Certification as an Alcohol and Drug Counselor. Upon 

graduation, check for eligibility to apply for Licensure as a Clinical Alcohol and Drug Counselor Associate then 

continue to work toward Licensure as a Clinical Alcohol and Drug Counselor with approved supervision. Requires 

related education, field placement, and employment. See AI curriculum. 
 

Mental Health 
MSW graduates can go through their state board (see Association of Social Work Boards) to take a clinical exam 

after required supervision. MSW graduates can work through the National Health Service Corps to seek 

internship/employment in a health professional shortage area for loan repayment. Requires related education, field 

placement, and employment. See MH curriculum. 
 

Child and Family Services 
MSW graduates can go through the National Association of Social Workers to become a Certified School Social 

Work Specialist (also need a social work state license). A program strategic goal is to seek KY Education 

Professional Standards Board approval for school social work. Requires related education, field placement, and 

employment. See CFS curriculum. 
 

Leadership and Management 
MSW (and related) graduates can go through the Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor Certification to become 

a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor under Category 3 upon examination. MSW graduates can go through the 
Social Work Hospice & Palliative Care Network to get certified in Advanced Palliative and Hospice Social Work. 

Requires related education, field placement, and employment. A program strategic goal is curricular alignment 

with the Network for Social Work Management Human Services Management Certificate. See LM curriculum. 
 

Social Advocacy and Justice 
A program strategic goal is curricular alignment with the KY Council on Postsecondary Education Cultural 

Competency Credential Certification Process. See SAJ curriculum. 
 

Program Administrators 
Stefanie Binion, PhD, MSW 

Assistant Professor, MSW Program Director, and 

MSW Online Coordinator 

stefanie.binion@eku.edu  

Amanda Stoddard 

Assistant MSW Online Coordinator and MSW Academic 

Advisor 

amanda.stoddard@eku.edu  

https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/
https://www.aswb.org/licenses/how-to-get-a-license/
https://bsw.ky.gov/Forms/Licensure%20Requirements_03-2019.pdf
https://www.socialworkers.org/Careers/Credentials/Apply-for-NASW-Social-Work-Credentials
https://www.socialworkers.org/Careers/Credentials-Certifications/Apply-for-NASW-Social-Work-Credentials/Academy-of-Certified-Social-Workers-ACSW
https://adc.ky.gov/
https://adc.ky.gov/Documents/ADC%20FREQUENTLY%20ASKED%20QUESTIONS%202021.pdf
https://oop.ky.gov/adcsup.aspx
https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/addictions-intervention-certificate/
https://www.aswb.org/licenses/how-to-get-a-license/
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/
https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/shortage-area/hpsa-find
https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/mental-health-certificate/
https://www.socialworkers.org/Practice/School-Social-Work
https://www.socialworkers.org/careers/credentials-certifications/apply-for-nasw-social-work-credentials/certified-school-social-work-specialist
https://www.socialworkers.org/careers/credentials-certifications/apply-for-nasw-social-work-credentials/certified-school-social-work-specialist
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/
http://www.epsb.ky.gov/
https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/child-and-family-services-certificate/
https://crccertification.com/
https://crccertification.com/get-certified/
https://www.swhpn.org/certification-eligibility
https://aphsw-c.org/
https://socialworkmanager.org/competencies/universities/
https://socialworkmanager.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/HSMC-Guidebook-December-2018.pdf
https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/leadership-and-management-certificate/
https://cpe.ky.gov/ourwork/competency.html
https://cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicaffairs/culturalcompetencycredprocess.pdf
https://cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicaffairs/culturalcompetencycredprocess.pdf
https://ekuonline.eku.edu/social-work/social-advocacy-and-justice-certificate/
mailto:stefanie.binion@eku.edu
mailto:amanda.stoddard@eku.edu
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