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Social Work and
Domestic Violence
Why we do what we do

Objectives
1. To learn the dynamics of domestic violence and the
effects on adults, children, and community.
2. To learn lethality and risk issues surrounding domestic
violence, as well as laws and reporting requirements.
3. Madison County Blueprint for Safety- our community’s
model protocol for addressing the crime of domestic
violence and community resources.

My Journey…
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Hope’s Wings Domestic '
Violence Program '
est. 2009 '

Ø
Ø

Services Provided
Emergency Shelter
Transitional Housing
Advocacy
EPO Center
Support/Education
Groups
Intense Case Mgt
Job Preparedness
Coordination for
Blueprint for Safety
Community
Education/Training
Referrals

National Statistics
Ø1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men are victims of dv
ØNearly 20 people per minute are victims of physical violence
by an intimate partner
ØNearly 3 women are murdered every day in the U.S.
ØMore than 20,000 phone calls placed to domestic violence
hotlines daily
ØIntimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime
ØWomen between the ages of 18-24 are most commonly
abused

KY Statistics
Ø3,295 victims sheltered in one year
Ø10% seeking services were turned
away due to lack of resources
Ø1 in 9 women has been a victim of
forcible rape.
ØRanks 9th in nation for more women
murdered by intimate partners
Ø53 people died this past year due to
domestic violence
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Why I do what I
do:
Jackie Rose

Jackie’s Story….

Defining Domestic Violence
KRS 403.715 to 403.785 defines domestic violence as “physical
injury, serious physical injury, sexual abuse, assault, or the
infliction of fear of imminent physical injury, serious physical
injury, sexual abuse, or assault between family members or
members of an unmarried couple”
KY law now provides protections for people who are not
family or unmarried couples with children in common. It now
includes people who are or have dated, people who have
been sexually assaulted, and people who have been stalked.

Understanding the Dynamics of Domestic
Violence
•Domestic violence is about power and control
- Involves assaultive and coercive behaviors
•Domestic violence is not black and white
- Victims often face barriers to escaping
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Types of Domestic Violence

Domestic violence can be defined as a pattern of behavior in any
relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over an
intimate partner.

•Physical Abuse
•Sexual Abuse
•Stalking

•Verbal Abuse
•Digital Abuse
•Financial

Power and Control
• The Power & Control diagram is a
particularly helpful tool in
understanding the overall pattern of
abusive and violent behaviors.
• Very often, one or more violent
incidents are accompanied by an array
of these other types of abuse. They are
less easily identified, yet firmly
establish a pattern of intimidation and
control in the relationship

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Domestic
Violence is
often a
cycle…

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Family secrets: Why would she
stay?

So, why did Jackie stay?
•Distorted Thoughts
•Damaged Self-Worth
•Fear
•Wanting to be a Savior
•Children
What are other reasons victims may stay?

More reasons a victim may stay…
• Children
• Family Expectations and
Experiences • Financial Constraints
• Isolation
• Religious Beliefs
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What are some signs that someone may be
abused?
Physical
Withdrawn
• Frequent bruises or physical • Change in personality and
injuries
interests
• Offer excuses for the injuries • Frequently cancels
like falling or being accidentappointments or is late
prone.
• Exhibits excessive privacy
• Will often try to cover
concerning themselves or
injuries up with makeup or
partner (
clothing.

What are some signs that someone may be abused?
Emotional

Fear and Control

• Never relax but lacks sleep
• Low self esteem
• Apologetic and meek
• Agitation, anxiety, or constant
apprehension
• Developing a drug/alcohol
problem
• Depression
• Loss of interest in daily activities

• Anxious to please their partner.
• Refer to partner as "moody”,
jealous, having a bad temper, or
possessive
• Children appear timid,
frightened
• Have to ask permission
• Partner constantly keeping tabs

Short Term Physical
Effects of DV on
Adults

•Bruises
•Cuts
•Broken bones
•Injuries to organs
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND
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Long Term Effects of DV on Adults
Arthritis
Asthma
Chronic Pain
Digestive problems such as
ulcers
• Irritable bowel syndrome
• Migraine headaches
• Problems with immune
system
•
•
•
•

• Nightmares and problems
sleeping
• Stress
• Depression and other
mental health issues
• Misusing alcohol or drugs as
coping mechanism
• Engage in risky behaviors
such as having unprotected
sex

Effects of Domestic Violence on a Community
Costs associated with healthcare spending, criminal behavior, and loss of labor
market productivity:

• Exceeds $5.8 billion each year
• Average number of healthcare visits by type of service, if the
service is required as a result of the assault, is 21.1 physical therapy
visits, 5.7 nights in a hospital, 4.4 dental visits, 3.2 physician visits,
3.1 outpatient visits, 1.9 emergency room visits and 1.1 paramedic
visits.
• Lost almost 8 million days of paid work

Short Term Effects of Domestic
Violence for Children
• Fearful and anxious
• Wet the bed/suck their thumbs
• Experience trouble sleeping
• Stutter
• Show signs of separation anxiety
• Have lots of stomach or head aches
• Miss school
• Start bullying others
• Engage in risky behaviors such as having
unprotected sex or using alcohol and
drugs
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Long Term Effects of DV on Children
• Increased risk of becoming a victim or perpetrator
themselves
• Increased long term depression, anxiety and low selfesteem
• Abusing drugs or alcohol
• Quitting school
• Maintaining healthy relationships
• Poor health conditions such as obesity, diabetes, heart
disease

Q&A

Lethality and Risk
Risky behaviors that
make domestic
violence lethal
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Death Statistics
• 1 out of 5 (16.3%) of murder victims in the U.S. were killed
by an intimate partner
• 2 out of 3 murder victims killed by intimate partners were
women
• In 70-80% of intimate partner homicides, no matter which
partner was killed, the man physically abused the woman
before the murder.
• Access to firearms yields a more than five-fold increase in
risk of intimate partner homicide

Guns &
Domesti
c
Violence

Domestic abusers and
firearms are a deadly
combination.
Research found that the
presence of a gun in
domestic violence
situations significantly
increases the risk of
homicide.

Gun Statistics
• 20 times more likely to be murdered.
• 5 times more likely to be killed if the abuser owns a
firearm.
• Of the 1,352 intimate partner homicides in 2015, 55%
were committed with firearms.
• In 2011, nearly two-thirds of women killed with guns
were killed by their intimate partners.
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Gun Laws and
Domestic
Violence in KY
Kentucky law allows victims
with Kentucky Domestic
Violence Orders (DVOs) to
be notified if the person
their protective order is
against (respondent) tries to
buy a gun or similar
weapon.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Federal Gun Laws
• The Brady Bill, prevents certain people with Domestic Violence Orders
against them from buying or having guns or similar weapons.
• Prohibits persons convicted of qualifying crimes of domestic violence
from ever possessing a firearm again.
FYI….The crime must have involved the use or attempted use of force
or threatened use of a deadly weapon. Additionally, the crime must
have been committed by a spouse, former spouse, parent, guardian, or
one who lives or has lived as a spouse, parent or guardian to the victim.

Problems and Loopholes
KY has no specific gun prohibitions
for abusers. However, Petitioners in
Protective Order proceedings may
ask the court to order the
Respondent to surrender any
firearms.
PROBLEM: Surrendering of
weapons is rarely done because
Law Enforcement Agencies cannot
store weapons that should be
surrendered.
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Problems and Loopholes
If a person prohibited from
possessing a firearm is found to be
in violation of the ban, it is up to
federal agencies to investigate and
prosecute the individual..
PROBLEM: Who is responsible for
contacting the federal agency to
investigate? How is this referred?
This is something that often slips
through the cracks.

Strangulation:
A Homicide Predictor

Merriam-Webster defines strangulation as: the state of
being strangled or strangulated especially : excessive or
pathological constriction or compression of a bodily tube
(such as a blood vessel or a loop of intestine) that interrupts
its ability to act as a passage.

Strangulation:
A Homicide Predictor
The Cambridge Dictionary defines strangulation as the action of
killing someone by pressing their throat so that they cannot
breathe, or the act of dying in this way.
The Collins English Dictionary defines strangulation as the act of
killing someone by squeezing their throat tightly so that they
cannot breathe.
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Strangulation
Strangulation is one of the most lethal forms of
domestic violence: unconsciousness may occur
within seconds and death within minutes.
Strangulation is one of the best predictors for the
subsequent homicide of victims of domestic
violence.

Strangulation: Signs
•
•
•
•

Pronounced petechia in the whites of the eyes and on the cheeks/face
Bruising/red marks on the neck
Hoarse/raspy/loss of voice
Difficulty breathing

•
•
•
•

Difficulty swallowing
Sore throat
Coughing
Throat, neck, and/or shoulder pain

Why it’s important to identify a victim of
strangulation
Delayed death is a possibility and can be caused by:
• Delayed airway obstruction leading to breathing
difficulties and respiratory arrest
• Upper airway swelling or vocal cord immobility
• Fracture of the hyoid bone
• Scarring of tissue of he neck
• Windpipe narrowing

12

2/27/19

Strangulation: Statistics
• 10 seconds of pressure on the carotid arteries
of the neck can cause loss of consciousness.
• Death can occur within a few minutes.
• The risk of a victim being murdered by his or
her abuser increases 750% once they have
been strangled by an abuser.

Strangulation: Statistics
• 97% of victims were strangled manually (with
hands)
• 38% reported losing consciousness
• 35% are strangled during sexual assault/abuse
• 9% are also pregnant
• 70% of strangled women believed they were going
to die

Strangulation Laws
Today, 38 states have legislation against strangulation.
However, Kentucky is not one of them.
Kentucky does not have any specific strangulation laws
and so it is frequently charged as Assault 4, a Class A
misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum of 12 months jail
time and/or a fine of up to $500.
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Protection Orders
What is a protection order?
Difference between EPO, DVO, and IPO

What is a Protection Order?
A protective order is a court order signed by a judge
designed to prevent further acts of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
The “Petitioner” is the person who filed for the order
The “Respondent” is the person the order was filed
against

Types of Protection Order?
Emergency protective order (EPO) in domestic violence cases or a
temporary interpersonal protective order (TIPO) in dating violence and
stalking/ sexual assault cases are short-term orders intended to stop
violence and abuse by placing restrictions on the respondent’s actions
until a hearing may be held by the court, usually within 14 days.
Domestic violence orders (DVO) and interpersonal protective orders
(IPO) can last up to three years. These orders are intended to stop
violence and abuse by placing restrictions on a respondent after a court
hearing.
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Who Can Get a Protection Order?
• Family members

• Members of an unmarried couple
• A dating relationship between two
individuals who have or have had a
relationship of a romantic or intimate
nature.
• A victim of stalking or sexual
assault.

Who Can Be Protected
• You can request protection for yourself, your

children and/or other persons who you believe may
need protection.
• If you are an adult and believe a child needs
protection but you do not, you may file a petition on
behalf of that child.
• If you are under the age of 18, an adult may file a
petition for you.

Where Do I File a Petition for a Protection %
Order? %
Ø Office of Circuit Court Clerk in your county of residence or in the county where
you are currently residing if you left your home to get away from the abuse.
Ø A police officer can help you file a petition for a protection order
OR

Ø COMING SOON….. Residents of Madison County or those fleeing
their home counties to seek safety in Madison Co. may come to
Hope’s Wings to file a petition with the help of an Advocate.
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Reporting… What are the reporting laws for
professionals?
As of June 29, 2017
KRS 209A.100
(1)Upon the request of a victim, a professional shall report an
act of domestic violence and abuse or dating violence and
abuse to a law enforcement officer.
(2)A professional who makes a report under this chapter shall
discuss the report with the victim prior to contacting a law
enforcement officer.

Reporting… What are the reporting laws for
law enforcement?
KRS 209A.120
(1)If a law enforcement officer receives a report of domestic
violence and abuse or dating violence and abuse, the
officer shall use all reasonable means to provide assistance
as required under KRS 403.785 and 456.090. This includes
giving victims information about protective and emergency
services.

Reporting… What are the reporting laws for
law enforcement?
KRS 209A.120
(2)A law enforcement officer who responds to a report of
domestic violence and abuse or dating violence and abuse
shall use the JC-3 form, or its equivalent replacement, as
provided by the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet to document
any information or injuries related to the domestic violence
and abuse or dating violence and abuse.
Note: Law enforcement officers are now required to complete a JC-3
in every case involving domestic violence or dating violence.
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Reporting… Laws for law enforcement contd..
KRS 209A.120
(3) A completed JC-3 form, or its equivalent replacement, shall
be kept in the records of the law enforcement officer’s agency
of employment.
(4) If the JC-3 form, or its equivalent replacement, includes
information that only relates to a victim as defined in KRS
209A.020, the form shall not be forwarded to the cabinet.

Reporting… Laws for law enforcement contd..
KRS 209A.120
Note: The definition does not differentiate between adult or minor
for purposes of spouse, former spouse (family member), living
together or formerly lived together (members of an unmarried
couple) or persons who are or have been in a dating relationship.

(5) If the JC-3 form, or its equivalent replacement, includes
information on known or suspected child abuse or neglect or
the abuse or neglect of an elderly or disabled adult, the form
shall be forwarded to the cabinet.

Q&A

17

2/27/19

Blueprint
Communities

The Blueprint for Safety is a
prototype that can be used by
any community that wishes to
link its criminal justice agencies
together in a coherent,
philosophically sound domestic
violence intervention model.

• St. Paul, MN
• Duluth, MN
• Memphis, TN
• New Orleans, LA
• Richmond, KY
• Midland, MI
• Marquette, MI
• Kansas City, MO

What is the Blueprint for Safety?
The Blueprint for Safety is written as a single document
with a chapter for each agency within the criminal justice
system. It is designed to:
Ø Improve how agencies share information
Ø Ensure risk is properly assessed and responded to
at every step
Ø Encourage victim engagement strategies
Ø Pay attention to reducing unintended negative
impacts on survivors and their communities
Ø Create a way for agencies to work together to
identify problems

1. Adhere to an interagency approach and collective
intervention goals

Blueprint for
Safety: 6
Foundational
Principles

2. Build attention to the context and severity of abuse into
each intervention
3. Recognize that most domestic violence is a patterned crime
requiring continuing engagement with victims and offenders
4. Establish sure and swift consequences for continued abuse
5. Use the power of the criminal justice system to send
messages of help and accountability
6. Act in ways that reduce unintended consequences and the
disparity of impact on victims and offenders
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Madison
County’s
Protocol for
addressing
the crime of
domestic
violence

Our Blueprint Team
• 911
• Law Enforcement (RPD, BPD,
EKUPD, MCSO) &
• Hope’s Wings
• Madison County Detention &
Center &
• Prosecutors (County Attorney,
Commonwealth Attorney)
• Pretrial Services
• Probation and Parole
• Judicial Bench

911

Wendy Lynch, Director

When telecommunicators are organized,
trained, and prepared to determine who is
in danger and how, there are multiple
opportunities to deliver a safety-oriented
response to domestic abuse calls.
The Blueprint is designed to ensure that
information related to the nature of
emergency that call takers and dispatchers
gather and document reaches subsequent
interveners who are seeking to hold
domestic violence offenders accountable.
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Law Enforcement

Det. Stuart Adams, Special Victims Investigator
The patrol officer is the one of few practitioners
in the criminal justice system to come close to
seeing and hearing what really goes on in the
privacy of violent homes.
The detail in a patrol report lays the foundation
for how each subsequent intervener thinks
about and acts on the case.
Each intervening practitioner looks to the
officer’s report when making decisions about
when and how to act.

Prosecution

Jennifer Smith, Assistant Commonwealth Attorney

Prosecutors play a key role in
the Blueprint approach to
intervention. They are in a
central position to integrate
the foundational principles
into the resolution of cases

Advocacy and Community Resources
"It's important to recognize that victim
advocates, although they may
sometimes seem unreasonable,
biased, and maybe even hostile
toward the court system, are in fact
the most valuable allies that
administrators can find if they are
truly trying to improve their system's
response.“
April 28, 2016
Ellen Pence, Founding Director of
Praxis International
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Community Resources for Victims
Hope’s Wings Domestic Violence Program859.623.4095
Domestic Violence Hotline1.800.799.7233
Ampersand Sexual Violence Resource Center1.800.656.4673
Madison County Attorney Office859.624.4777
Emergency- 911
VINELink1.800.511.1670
Community Based Services1.800.752.6200
KY Crime Victim Compensation Board1.800.469.7233

Q&A

To summarize…
Why we do what
we do
Domestic violence is a
real problem in all of
our communities. We
must know how to help
this population when
the opportunity arises.
We do this work for
people like Shannon
and Clarity.
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